	Word
	Definition
	Sentence

	Abbreviate
	(verb) to make briefer, to shorten
	Because time was running out, the speaker had to abbreviate his remarks.

	Abridge
	(verb) to shorten, to reduce
	The Bill of Rights is designed to prevent Congress from abridging the rights of Americans.

	Abstain
	(verb) to refrain, to hold back
	After his heart attack, he was warned by the doctor to abstain from smoking, drinking, and overeating.

	Acrimonious
	(adjective) biting, harsh caustic
	The election campaign became acrimonious, as the candidates traded insults and accusations.

	Adulation
	(noun) extreme admiration
	Few young actors havae received greater adulation than did Marlon Brando after his performance in A Streetcar Named Desire.

	Adversity
	(noun) misfortune
	It’s easy to be patient and generous when things are going well; a person’s true character is revealed under adversity.

	Affected
	(adjective) false, artificial
	At  one time, Japanese women were taught to speak in an affected high-pitched voice, which was thought girlishly attractive.

	Alacrity
	(noun) promptness, speed
	Thrilled with the job offer, he accepted with alacrity—“Before they can change their minds!” he thought.

	Alleviate
	(verb) to make lighter or more bearable
	Although no cure for AIDS has been found, doctors are able to alleviate the suffering of those with the disease.

	Ambivalent
	(adjective) having two or more contradictory feelings or attitudes; uncertain
	She was ambivalent toward her impending marriage; at times she was eager to go ahead, while at other times she wanted to call it off.

	Amicable
	(adjective) friendly, peaceable
	Although they agreed to divorce, their settlement was amicable and they remained friends afterward.

	Anachronistic
	(adjective) out of the proper time
	The reference, in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, to the clock striking twelve” is anachronistic, since there were no striking timepieces in ancient Rome.

	Anomaly
	(noun) something different or irregular
	The tiny planet Pluto, orbiting next to the giants Jupiter, Saturn, and Neptune, ahs long appeared to be an anomaly.

	Antiseptic
	(adjective) fighting infection; extremely clean
	A wound should be washed with an antiseptic solution.  The all-white offices were bare and almost antiseptic in their starkness.

	Arable
	(adjective) able to be cultivated for growing crops
	Rocky New England has relatively little arable farm

	Arbitrary
	(adjective) based on random or merely personal preference
	Both computers cost the same and had the same features, so in the end I made an arbitrary decision about which to buy.

	Ascetic
	(adjective) practicing strict self-discipline for moral or spiritual reasons
	The so-called Desert Fathers were hermits who lived an ascetic life of fasting, study, and prayer

	Astute
	(adjective) observant, intelligent, and shrewd
	His years of experience in Washington and his personal acquaintance with any political insiders make him an astute commentator on politics.

	Audacious
	(adjective) bold, daring, adventurous
	Her plan to cross the Atlantic single-handed in a 12-foot sailboat was audacious, if not reckless

	Auspicious
	(adjective) promising good fortune; propitious
	The news that a team of British climbers had reached the summit of Everest seemed an auspicious sign for the reign of newly crowned Queen Elizabeth II.

	Belated
	(adjective) delayed past the proper time
	She called her mother on January 5th to offer her a belated “Happy New Year.”

	Benevolent
	(adjective) wishing or doing good
	In old age, Carnegie used his wealth for benevolent purposes, donating large sums to found libraries and schools.

	Bereft
	(adjective) lacking or deprived of something
	Bereft of parental love, orphans sometimes grow up to be insecure.

	Bourgeois
	(adjective) middle-class or reflecting middle-class values
	The Dadaists of the 1920s produced art deliberately designed to offend bourgeois art collectors, with their taste for respectable, refined, uncontroversial pictures.

	Camaraderie
	(noun) a spirit of friendship
	Spending long days and nights together on the road, the members of a traveling theater group develop a strong sense of camaraderie.

	Capricious
	(adjective) unpredictable, willful, whimsical
	The pop star Madonna has changed her image so many times that each new transformation now appears capricious rather than purposeful.

	Caustic
	(adjective) burning, corrosive
	No one was safe when the satirist H. L. Mencken unleashed his caustic wit.

	Circumlocution
	(noun) speaking in a roundabout way; wordiness
	Legal documents often contain circumlocutions which make them difficult to understand.

	Circumvent
	(verb) to get around
	When Jerry was caught speeding, he tried to circumvent the law by offering the police officer a bribe

	Cloying
	(adjective) overly sweet or sentimental
	The deathbed scenes in the novels of Dickens are famously cloying: as Oscvar Wilde said, “One would need a heart of stone to read the death of Little Nell without laughing.”

	Cognizant
	(adjective) aware, mindful
	Cognizant of the fact that it was getting late, the master of ceremonies cut short the last speech.

	Collaborate
	(verb) to work together
	To create a truly successful movie, the director, writers, actors, and many others must collaborate closely.

	Competent
	(adjective) having the skill and knowledge needed for a particular task; capable
	Any competent lawyer can draw up a will.

	Composure
	(noun) calm, self-assurance
	The president managed to keep his composure during his speech even then the Tele-PrompTer broke down, leaving him without a script.

	Concise
	(adjective) expressed briefly and simply; succinct
	Less than a page long, the Bill of Rights is a concise statement of the freedoms enjoyed by all Americans.

	Condolence
	(noun) pity for someone else’s sorrow or loss, sympathy
	After the sudden death of Princess Diana, thousands of messages of condolence were sent to her family.

	Conformity
	(noun) agreement with or adherence to custom or rule
	In my high school, conformity was the rule: everyone dressed the same, talked the same, and listened to the same music.

	Consolation
	(noun) relief or comfort in sorrow or suffering
	Although we miss our dog very much, it is a consolation to know that she died quickly without suffering.

	Consummate
	(verb) to complete, finish, or perfect
	The deal was consummated with a handshake and the payment of the agreed-upon fee.

	Contemporary
	(adjective) modern, current; from the same time.
	I prefer old-fashioned furniture rather than contemporary styles.  The composer Vivaldi was roughly contemporary with Bach. 

	Convoluted
	(adjective) twisting, complicated, intricate
	Tax law has become so convoluted that it’s easy for people to accidentally violate it.

	Criterion
	(noun) a standard of measurement or judgment
	In choosing a design for the new taxicabs, reliability will be our main criterion.

	Curtail
	(verb) to shorten
	Because of the military emergency, all soldiers on leave were ordered to curtail their absences and return to duty.

	Debunk
	(verb) to expose as false or worthless
	Magician James Randi loves to debunk psychics, mediums, clairvoyants, and others who claim supernatural powers.

	Decry
	(verb) to criticize or condemn
	Cigarette ads aimed at youngsters have led many to decry the marketing tactics of the tobacco industry.

	Delegate
	(verb) to give authority or responsibility
	The president delegated the vice president to represent the administration at the peace talks.

	Demure
	(adjective) modest or shy
	The demure heroines of Victorian fiction have given way to today’s stronger, more opinionated, and more independent female characters.

	Derivative
	(adjective) taken from a particular source
	When a person first writes poetry her poems are apt to be derivative of whatever poetry she most enjoys reading.

	Destitute
	(adjective) very poor
	Years of rule by a dictator who stole the wealth of the country had left the people of that country destitute.

	Diffident
	(adjective) hesidtant, reserved, shy
	Someone with a diffident personality should pursue a career that involves little public contact.

	Digress
	(verb) to wander from the main path or the main topic
	My high school biology teacher loved to digress from science into personal anecdotes about his college adventures.

	Diligent
	(adjective) working hard and steadily
	Years of rule by a dictator who stole the wealth

	Discern
	(verb) to detect, notice, or observe
	I could discern the shape of a whale off the starboard bow, but it was too far away to determine its size or species.

	Discomfit
	(verb) to frustrate, thwart, or embarrass
	Discomforted by the interviewer’s unexpected question, Peter could only stammer in reply.

	Discredit
	(verb) to cause disbelief in the accuracy of some statement or the reliability of a person
	Although many people still believe in UFOs, among scientists the reports of “alien encounters” have been thoroughly discredited.

	Discrepancy
	(noun) a difference or variance between two or more things
	The discrepancies between the two witnesses’ stories show that one of them must be lying.

	Disparity
	(noun) difference in quality or kind
	There is often a disparity between the kind of high-quality television people say they want and the low-brow programs they actually watch.

	Disruptive
	(adjective) causing disorder, interrupting
	When the senator spoke at our college, angry demonstrators picketed, heckled, and engaged in other disruptive activities.

	Dissipate
	(verb) to spread out or scatter
	The windows and doors were opened allowing the smoke that had filled the room to dissipate.

	Diverge
	(verb) to move in different directions
	Frost’s poem The Road Less Traveled tells of the choice he made when “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood.”

	Divination
	(noun) the art of predicting the future
	In ancient Greece, people wanting to know their fate would visit the priests at Delphi, supposedly skilled at divination.

	Divisive
	(adjective) causing disagreement or disunity
	Throughout history, race has been the most divisive issue in American society.

	Divulge
	(verb) to reveal
	The people who count the vote for the Oscar awards are under strict orders not to divulge the names of the winners.

	Durable
	(adjective) long lasting
	Denim is a popular material for work clothes because it is strong and durable,.

	Eclectic
	(adjective) drawn from many sources; varied, heterogeneous
	The Mellon family art collection is an eclectic one, including works ranging from ancient Greek sculptures to modern paintings.

	Egoism
	(noun) excessive concern with oneself; conceit
	Robert’s egoism was so great that all he could talk about was the importance—and the brilliance—of his own opinions.

	Elusive
	(adjective) hard to capture, grasp, or understand
	Though everyone thinks they know what “justice” is, when you try to define the concept precisely, it proves to be quite elusive.

	Emollient
	(noun) something that softens or soothes
	She used a hand cream as an emollient on her dry, work-roughened hands.

	Empirical
	(adjective) based on experience or personal observation.
	Although many people believe in ESP, scientists have found no empirical evidence of its existence.

	Encroach
	(verb) to go beyond acceptable limits; to trespass
	By quietly seizing more and more authority, Robert Moses continually encroached on the powers of other government leaders

	Engender
	(verb) to produce, to cause
	Countless disagreements over the proper use of national forests have engendered feelings

	Ephemeral
	(adjective) quickly disappearing; transient
	Stardom ion pop music is ephemeral; most of the top acts of ten years ago are forgotten today.

	Euphoric
	(adjective) a feeling of extreme happiness and well-being; elation
	One often feels euphoric during the earliest days of a new love affair.

	Exacerbate
	(verb) to make worse or more severe
	The roads in our town already have too much traffic; building a new shopping mall will exacerbate the problem.

	Exculpate
	(verb) to free from blame or guilt
	When someone else confessed to the crime, the previous suspect was exculpated.

	Expedite
	(verb) to carry out promptly
	As the flood waters rose, the governor ordered state agencies to expedite their rescue efforts.

	Expiate
	(verb) to atone for
	The president’s apology to the survivors of the notorious Tuskegee experiments was his attempt to expiate the nation’s guilt over their mistreatment.

	Expropriate
	(verb) to seize ownership of
	When the Communists came to power in China, they expropriated most businesses and turned them over to government-appointed managers.

	Extenuate
	(verb) to make less serious
	Karen’s guilt is extenuated by the fact that she was only twelve when she committed the theft.

	Extricate
	(verb) to free from a difficult or complicated situation
	Much of the humor in the TV Show I Love Lucy comes in watching Lucy try to extricate herself from the problems she creates by fibbing or trickery.

	Exuberant
	(adjective) wildly joyous and enthusiastic
	As the final seconds of the game ticked away, the fans of the winning team began an exuberant celebration.

	Fallacy
	(noun) an error in fact or logic
	It’s a fallacy to think that “natural” means “healthful”; after all, the deadly poison arsenic is completely natural.

	Feral
	(adjective) wild
	The garbage dump was inhabited by a pack of feral digs that had escaped from their owners and become completely wild.

	Florid
	(adjective) flowery; fancy; reddish
	The grand ballroom was decorated in a florid style.  Years of heavy drinking had given him a florid complexion.

	Fractious
	(adjective) troublesome, unruly
	Members of the British Parliament are often fractious, shouting insults and sarcastic questions during debates.

	Fraternize
	(verb) to associate with on friendly terms
	Although baseball players aren’t supposed to fraternize with their opponents, players from opposing teams often chat before games.

	Frivolity
	(noun) lack of seriousness; levity
	The frivolity of the Mardi Gras carnival is in contrast to the seriousness of the religious season of Lent that follows.

	Fugitive
	(noun) someone trying to escape
	When two prisoners broke out of the local jail, police were warned to keep an eye out for the fugitives.

	Genial
	(adjective) friendly, gracious
	A good host welcomes all visitors in a warm and genial fashion.

	Gratuitous
	(adjective) given freely or without cause
	Since her opinion was not requested, her harsh criticism of his singing seemed a gratuitous insult.

	Guileless
	(adjective) without cunning; innocent
	Deborah’s guileless personality and complete honesty make it hard for her to survive in the harsh world of politics.

	Hackneyed
	(adjective) without originality, trite
	When someone invented the phrase, “No pain, no gain,” it was clever, but now it is so commonly heard that it seems hackneyed.

	Hierarchy
	(noun) a ranking of people, things, or ideas from highest to lowest
	A cabinet secretary ranks just below the president and vice president in the hierarchy of the executive branch.

	Iconoclast
	(noun) someone who attacks traditional beliefs or institutions
	Comedian Dennis Miller enjoys his reputation as an iconoclast, though people in power often resent his satirical jabs.

	Impeccable
	(adjective) flawless
	The crooks printed impeccable copies of the Super Bowl tickets, making it impossible to distinguish them from the real ones.

	Impinge
	(verb) to encroach upon, touch, or affect
	You have a right to do whatever you want, so long as your actions don’t impinge on the rights of others.

	Impute
	(verb) to credit or give responsibility to; to attribute
	Although Sarah’s comments embarrassed me, I don’t impute any ill will to her; I think she didn’t realize what she was saying.

	Incisive
	(adjective) expressed clearly and directly
	Franklin settled the debate with a few incisive remarks that summed up the issue perfectly.

	Inconsequential
	(adjective) of little importance
	When the stereo was delivered, it was a different shade of gray than I expected, but the difference was inconsequential.

	Incorrigible
	(adjective) impossible to manage or reform
	Lou is an incorrigible trickster, constantly playing practical jokes no matter how much his friends complain.

	Indeterminate
	(adjective) not definitely known
	The college plans to enroll an indeterminate number of students; the size of the class will depend on the number of applicants and how many accept offers of admission.

	Indistinct
	(adjective) unclear; uncertain
	We could see boats on the water, but in the thick morning fog their shapes were indistinct.

	Induce
	(verb) to cause
	The doctor prescribed a medicine that was supposed to induce a lowering of the blood pressure.

	Ingenious
	(adjective) showing cleverness and originality
	The Post-It note is an ingenious solution to a common problem—how to mark papers without spoiling them.

	Innate
	(adjective) inborn, native
	Not everyone who takes piano lessons becomes a fine musician, which shows that music requires innate talent as well as training.

	Inoculate
	(verb) to prevent a disease by infusing with a disease-causing organism.
	Pasteur found he could prevent rabies by inoculating patients with the virus that causes the disease

	Insolence
	(noun) an attitude or behavior that is bold and disrespectful
	Some feel that news reporters who shout questions at the president are behaving with insolence.

	Insurgency
	(noun) uprising, rebellion
	The angry townspeople had begun an insurgency bordering on downright revolution.

	Interlocutor
	(noun) someone taking part in a dialogue or conversation
	Annoyed by the constant questions from someone in the crowd the speaker challenged his interlocutor to offer a better plan.

	Intrepid
	(adjective) fearless and resolute
	Only an intrepid adventurer is willing to undertake the long and dangerous trip by sled to the South Pole.

	Intuitive
	(adjective) known directly, without apparent thought or effort
	An experienced chess player sometimes has an intuitive sense of the best move to make, even if she can’t explain it.

	Invariable
	(adjective) unchanging, constant
	When writing a book, it was her invariable habit to rise at 6 and work at her desk from 7 to 12.

	Inveterate
	(adjective) persistent, habitual
	It’s very difficult for an inveterate gambler to give up the pastime.

	Irrational
	(adjective) unreasonable
	Charles knew that his fear of insects was irrational, but he was unable to overcome it.

	Languid
	(adjective) without energy; slow, sluggish, listless
	The hot, humid weather of late August can make anyone feel languid.

	Laudatory
	(adjective) giving praise
	The ads for the movie are filled with laudatory comments from critics.

	Lethargic
	(adjective) lacking energy; sluggish
	Visitors to the zoo are surprised that the lions appear so lethargic, but, in the wild, lions sleep up to 18 hours a day.

	Lithe
	(adjective) flexible and graceful
	The ballet dancer was almost as lithe as a cat.

	Lucid
	(adjective) clear and understandable
	Hawking’s A Short History of the Universe is a lucid explanation of modern scientific theories about the origin of the universe.

	Malediction
	(noun) curse
	In the fairy tale “Sleeping Beauty, “the princess is trapped in a death-like sleep because of the malediction uttered by an angry witch.

	Malinger
	(verb) to pretend incapacity to illness to avoid a duty or work
	During the labor dispute, hundreds of employees malingered, forcing the company to slow production and costing it millions in profits.

	Mediate
	(verb) to act to reconcile differences between two parties
	During the baseball strike, both the players and the club owners were willing to have the president mediate the dispute.

	Mercurial
	(adjective) changing quickly and unpredictably
	The mercurial personality of Robin Williams, with his many voices and styles, made him perfect for the role of the ever-changing genie in Aladdin.

	Mimicry
	(noun) imitation, aping
	The continued popularity of Elvis Presley has given rise to a class of entertainers who make a living through mimicry of “The King.”

	Mollify
	(verb) to soothe or calm, to appease
	Carla tried to mollify the angry customer by promising him a full refund.

	Mundane
	(adjective) everyday, ordinary, commonplace
	Moviegoers in the 1930s liked the glamorous films of Fred Astaire because they provided an escape from the mundane problems of life during the Great Depression.

	Mutable
	(adjective) likely to change
	A politician’s reputation can be highly mutable, as seen in the case of President Harry Truman—mocked during his lifetime, revered afterward.

	Nocturnal
	(adjective) of the night; active at night
	Travelers on the Underground Railroad escaped from slavery to the North by a series of nocturnal flights.  The eyes of nocturnal animals must be sensitive in dim light.

	Nondescript
	(adjective) without distinctive qualities; drab
	The bank robber’s clothes were nondescript; none of the witnesses could remember their color or style.

	Novice
	(noun) beginner
	Lifting your head before you finish your swing is a typical mistake committed by the novice at golf.

	Nurture
	(verb) to nourish or help to grow
	The money given by National Endowment for the Arts helps nurture local arts organizations throughout the country.

	Objective
	(adjective) dealing with observable facts rather than opinion or interpretations.
	When a legal case involves a shocking crime, it may be hard for a judge to remain objective in his rulings.

	Obscure
	(adjective) little known; hard to understand
	Mendel was an obscure monk until decades after his death, when his scientific work was finally discovered.

	Obsolete
	(adjective) no longer current; old-fashioned
	W. H. Auden said that his ideal landscape would include water wheels, wooden grain mills, and other forms of obsolete machinery

	Obtrusive
	(adjective) overly prominent
	Philip should sing more softly; his bass is so obtrusive that the other singers can barely be heard.

	Onerous
	(adjective) heavy, burdensome
	The hero Hercules was ordered to clean the Augean Stables, one of several onerous tasks now as “the labors of Hercules.”

	Opulent
	(adjective) rich, lavish
	The mansion of newspaper tycoon Hearst is famous for its opulent décor.

	Ostentatious
	(adjective) overly showy, pretentious
	To show off his wealth, the millionaire threw an ostentatious party featuring a full orchestra,  famous singer, and tens of thousands of dollars worth of food.

	Pariah
	(noun) outcast
	Accused of robbery, he became a pariah; his neighbors stopped talking to him, and people he’d considered friends no longer called.

	Pathology
	(noun) disease or the study of disease; extreme abnormality
	Some people believe that high rates of crime are symptoms of an underlying social pathology.

	Penitent
	(adjective) feeling sorry for past crimes or sins
	Having grown penitent, he wrote a long letter of apology, asking forgiveness.

	Perceptive
	(adjective) quick to notice, observant
	With perceptive intelligence, Holmes was the first to notice the importance of this clue.

	Perfunctory
	(adjective) unenthusiastic, routine, or mechanical
	When the play opened, the actors sparkled, but by the thousandth night their performance had become perfunctory.

	Persevere
	(adjective) to continue despite difficulties
	Although several of her teammates dropped out of the marathon, Laura persevered.

	Peruse
	(verb) to examine or study
	Mary-Jo perused the contract carefully before she signed it.

	Phlegmatic
	(adjective) sluggish and unemotional in temperament
	It was surprising to see Tom, who is normally so phlegmatic, acting excited.

	Plastic
	(adjective) able to be molded or reshaped
	Because it is highly plastic, clay is an easy material for beginning sculptors to use.

	Potentate
	(noun) a powerful ruler
	Before the Russian Revolution, the Tsar was one of the last hereditary potentates of Europe.

	Preamble
	(noun) an introductory statement
	The preamble to the Constitution begins with the famous words, “We the people of the United States of America . . .”

	Predatory
	(adjective) living by killing and eating other animals; exploiting others for personal gain.  
	The tiger is the largest predatory animal native to Asia.

	Predominant
	(adjective) greatest in numbers or influence
	Although hundreds of religions are practiced in India, the predominant faith is Hinduism.

	Presumptuous
	(adjective) going beyond the limits of courtesy or appropriateness
	The senator winced when the presumptuous young staffer addressed him as “Chuck.”

	Procrastinate
	(verb) to put off, to delay
	If you habitually procrastinate, try this technique:  never touch a piece of paper without either filing it, responding to it, or throwing it out.

	Proficient
	(adjective) skillful, adept
	A proficient artist, Louise quickly and accurately sketched the scene.

	Prolific
	(adjective) producing many offspring or creations
	With more than three hundred books to his credit, Isaac Asimov was one of the most prolific writers of all time.

	Propriety
	(noun) appropriateness
	Some people had doubts about the propriety of Clinton’s discussing his underwear on MTV.

	Protagonist
	(noun) the main character in a story or play; the main supporter of an idea
	Leopold Bloom is the protagonist of James Joyce’s great novel Ulysses.

	Proximity
	(noun) closeness, nearness
	Neighborhood residents were angry over the proximity of the sewage plant to the local school

	Pundit
	(noun) someone who offers opinions in an authoritative style
	The Sunday afternoon talk shows are filled with pundits, each with his or her own theory about the week’s political news.

	Purify
	(verb) to make pure, clean, or perfect
	The new plant is supposed to purify the drinking water provided to everyone in the nearby towns.

	Querulous
	(adjective) complaining, whining
	The nursing home attendant needed a lot of patience to care for the three querulous, unpleasant residents on his floor.

	Rationale
	(noun) an underlying reason or explanation
	At first, it seemed strange that several camera companies would freely share their newest technology; but their rationale was that offering one new style of film would benefit them all.  

	Reciprocate
	(verb) to make a return for something
	If you’ll baby-sit for my kids tonight, I’ll reciprocate by taking care of yours tomorrow.

	Reconcile
	(verb) to make consistent or harmonious
	Roosevelt’s greatness as a leader can be seen in his ability to reconcile the demands and values of the varied groups that supported him.

	Recuperate
	(verb) to regain health after an illness
	Although she left the hospital two days after her operation, it took her a few weeks to fully recuperate.

	Refurbish
	(verb) to fix up; renovate
	It took three days’ work by a team of carpenters, painters, and decorators to completely refurbish the apartment.

	Relevance
	(noun) connection to the matter at hand; pertinence
	Testimony in a criminal trial may be admitted only if it has clear relevance to the questions of guilt or innocence.

	Remorse
	(noun) a painful sense of guilt over wrongdoing
	In Poe’s story “The Tell-Tale Heart,” a murderer is driven insane by remorse over his crime

	Renovate
	(verb) to renew by repairing or rebuilding
	The television program This Old House shows how skilled craftspeople renovate houses.

	Replete
	(adjective) filled abundantly
	Graham’s book is replete with wonderful stories about the famous people she has known.

	Resilient
	(adjective) able to recover from difficulty 
	A pro athlete must be resilient, able to lose a game one day and come back the next with confidence and enthusiasm.

	Responsive
	(adjective) reacting quickly and appropriately
	The new director of the Internal Revenue Service has promised to make the agency more responsive to public complaints.

	Revere
	(verb) to admire deeply, to honor
	Millions of people around the world revered Mother Teresa for her generosity.

	Sagacious
	(adjective) discerning, wise
	Only a leader as sagacious as Nelson Mandela could have united South Africa so successfully.

	Sanctimonious
	(adjective) showing false or excessive piety
	The sanctimonious pleas of the  televangelist were interspersed with requests that the viewers send him money.

	Scrupulous
	(adjective) acting with extreme care; painstaking
	Disney theme parks are famous for their scrupulous attention to small details.

	Secrete
	(verb) to emit; to hide
	Glands in the mouth secrete saliva, a liquid that helps indigestion.

	Sequential
	(adjective) arranged in an order or series
	The courses for the chemistry major are sequential; you must take them in the order, since each course builds on the previous ones.

	Servile
	(adjective) like a servant; submissive
	The tycoon demanded that his underlings behave in a servile manner, agreeing quickly with everything he said.

	Solace
	(verb) to comfort or console
	There was little the neighbors could say to solace him after his loss.

	Spurious
	(adjective) false, fake
	The so-called Piltdown Man, supposed to be the fossil of a primitive human, turned out to be spurious, although who created the hoax is still uncertain.

	Stagnate
	(verb) to become stale through lack of movement or change
	Having had no contact with the outside world for generations, the island’s culture gradually stagnated.

	Stimulus
	(noun) something that excites a response or provokes an action
	The arrival of merchants and missionaries from the West provided a stimulus for change in that eastern society.

	Strenuous
	(adjective) requiring energy and strength
	Hiking in the foothills of the Rockies is fairly easy, but climbing the higher peaks can be strenuous.

	Substantiated
	(adjective) verified or supported by evidence
	The charge that Nixon had helped to cover up crimes was substantiated by his comments about it on a series of audio tapes.

	Superficial
	(adjective) on the surface only; without depth or substance
	Her wound was superficial and required only a light bandage.  His superficial attractiveness hides the fact that his personality is lifeless and his mind is dull.

	Suppress
	(verb) to put down or restrain
	As soon as the unrest began, thousands of helmeted police were sent into the streets to suppress the riots.

	Surreptitious
	(adjective) done in secret
	Because Iraq has avoided weapons inspections, many believe it has a surreptitious weapons development program.

	Sustain
	(verb) to keep up, to continue; to support.
	Because of fatigue, he was unable to sustain the effort needed to finish the marathon.

	Talisman
	(noun) an object supposed to have magical effects or qualities
	Superstitious people sometimes carry a rabbit’s foot, a lucky coin, or some other talisman.

	Tedium
	(noun) boredom
	For most people, watching the Weather Channel for 24 hours would be sheer tedium.

	Temperance
	(noun) moderation or restraint in feelings and behavior
	Most professional athletes practice temperance in their personal habits; too much eating or drinking they know, can harm their performance.

	Tentative
	(adjective) subject to change, uncertain
	A firm schedule has not been established but the Super Bowl in 2015 has been given the tentative date of January 20.

	Terrestrial
	(adjective) of the Earth
	The movie Close Encounters of the Third Kind tells the story of the first contact between beings from outer space and terrestrial humans.

	Timorous
	(adjective) fearful, timid
	The cowardly l ion approached the throne of the wizard with timorous look on his face.

	Tolerant
	(adjective)  accepting, enduring
	San Franciscans have a tolerant attitude about lifestyles:  “Live and let live” seems to be their motto.

	Tranquility
	(noun) freedom from disturbance or turmoil; calm
	She moved from New York City to rural Vermont seeking the tranquility of country life.

	Transient
	(adjective) passing quickly
	Long-term visitors to this hotel pay at a different rate than transient guests who stay for just a day or two.

	Translucent
	(adjective) letting some light pass through
	Blocks of translucent glass let daylight into the room while maintaining privacy.

	Treacherous
	(adjective) untrustworthy or disloyal; dangerous or unreliable
	Nazi Germany proved to be a treacherous ally, first signing a peace pact with the Soviet Union, then invading.

	Trite
	(adjective) boring because of over-familiarity; hackneyed
	Her letters were filled with trite expressions, like “All’s well that ends well’ and “So far so good.”

	Truncate
	(verb) to cut off
	The manuscript of the play appeared truncated; the last page ended in the middle of a scene, halfway through the first act.

	Unheralded
	(adjective) little known, unexpected
	In a year of big-budget, much-hyped mega-movies, this unheralded foreign film has surprised everyone with its popularity.

	Unparalleled
	(adjective) with no equal; unique
	Tiger Wood’s victory in the Masters golf tournament by a full twelve strokes was an unparalleled accomplishment.

	Untenable
	(adjective) impossible to defend
	The theory that this painting is a genuine Van Gogh became untenable when the artist who actually painted it came forth.

	Unyielding
	(adjective) firm, resolute, obdurate
	Despite criticism, Cuomo was unyielding in his opposition to capital punishment; he vetoed several death penalty bills as governor.

	Utilitarian
	(adjective) purely of practical benefit
	The design of the Model T car was simple and utilitarian, lacking the luxuries found in later models.

	Validate
	(verb) to officially approve or confirm
	The election of the president is validated when the members of the Electoral College meet to confirm the choice of the voters.

	Venerate
	(verb) to admire or honor
	In Communist China, Chairman Mao Zedong was venerated as an almost god-like figure.

	Vestige
	(noun) a trace or remainder
	Today’s tiny Sherwood Forest is the last vestige of woodland that once covered most of England.

	Vicarious
	(adjective) experienced through someone else’s actions by way of the imagination
	Great literature broadens our minds by giving us vicarious participation in the lives of other people.

	Vindicate
	(verb) to confirm, justify, or defend
	Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was intended to vindicate the objectives of the Union in the Civil War.

	Virtuoso
	(noun) someone very skilled, especially in an art
	Vladimir Horowitz was one of the great piano virtuosos of the twentieth century.

	Volatile
	(adjective) quickly changing; fleeting, transitory; prone to violence
	Public opinion is notoriously volatile; a politician who is very popular one month may be voted out of office the next.

	Whimsical
	(adjective) based on a capricious, carefree, or sudden impulse or idea; fanciful, playful
	Dave Barry’s Book of Bad Songs is filled with the kind of goofy jokes that are typical of his whimsical sense of humor.

	Zealous
	(adjective) filled with eagerness, fervor, or passion
	A crowd of the candidate’s most zealous supporters greeted her at the airport with banners, signs, and a marching band.
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